CONFESSIONAL

The request seemed reasonable enough and
Boulgakov went to Tchertkov and told him what
Madame Tolstoi had said; but met with a blank
refusal. When he informs Madame Tolstoi of the
result of his mission, she blames Tolstoi and at
length declares that she will poison herself or
drown herself if he denies her prayer.

On the 14th of July, Tolstoi writes her a con-'
ciliatory letter begging her not to torment herself;
she has only done herself more harm than anyone
else, and he adds that he lies awake listening to
eveiy sound that comes from her room, till night
itself is only a torture. Finally, he promises to do
what she wishes.

Next day he sends his daughter Alexandra to
Tchertkov to get back the original Mss. Tchertkov
and his friends copy on t the Memoirs and especial-
ly every passage that refers however remotely to
Madame Tolstoi and then hand the original Mss.
back to her daughter. When Alexandra returns
with ic, the mother throws herself upon it, tears
it open, and a soivirvlaw who happens to be pres-
ent has to help Alexandra or the wild creature
would have torn up the Mss. in her mad excite-
ment.

Then Tolstoi determines to seal up the Mem-
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